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Teen injured in ATV rollover settles for $375,000

Claimed driver; owner and grandmother were negligent

$375,000 settlement

A teen injured in an ATV roliover has
reached a $375,000 settlement in his
case filed in U.S. District Court for the
Western District of Missouri. The teén
pursued negligence claims against the
ATV driver and owner and negligent
supervision claims against his grand-
mother. ‘

“Even though Derrick’s injuries were
gevere, there were going to be difficulties
in presenting the case to a jury sinee his
grandmother was a defendant,” said
Kansas City attorney Thomas J. Frit-
zlen Jr., who represented the plaintiffs,
“Given those issuesg, we were very
pleased with the settlement.”

In August 2005, 14-year-old Derrick
Satterlee and his brother were visiting
their maternal grandmother, Linda
Heckle, at her home in Noel. Derrick
lived with his mother, Korey Satterlee,
in North Carolina. : .

Heckle lives near, Terrell and Cheryl
Evans and their teenage daughter,
Megan. The Evans family kept an all-
terrain vehicle at their home. The
Evang’ employer, Crossland Construc-
tion Company, owned the ATV, .

With Heckle's consent, Megan took
Derrick and some other childfen for a
ride on the ATV. As they were riding up

an old logging road, Megan twrned the
ATV and it rolled over, crushing Der-
rick’s right arm.

PDerrick was Hfe-flighted to Children’s
Mercy Hospital in Kansas City and has
required multiple surgeries to repair the
fracture. At the time of discharge, his
medical bills exceeded $125,000. Doctors
festified that Derrick will have scarring
and some permanent loss of range of
motion. '

Korey Satterlee filed suit against the
BEvans family, Crossland Construction

and her mother, Linda Heckle. The court -
granted Crossland’s motion for summary-

judgment, finding that Crossland had no
knowledge of and did not consent to
Megan's use of the ATV. The Evans fami-
ly and their insurance carrier, Allatate,
paid policy limits of $300,000.

To support plaintiffs’ negligent super-
vision and negligence claims against
Heckle, deposition testimony confirmed
that Heckle understood that the ATV
was fast and cccasionally appeared dan-
gerous when operated by Terrell Evans.

Plaintiffs elaimed that Heckle gave Der-

rick permission to ride on the ATV even
though she knew or should have known
that there were insufficient seat belts for
afl to ride, and despite not knowing
whether Megan had permission to drive

padis bty W LB b i
$75,000 settloment with Heckle and ber
ingurance carrier, Nixa Farmers Mutual
Insurance Company.

Charles Getto of Kansas City, attorney
for Crogsland Construction, said his
client was “pleased the court granted its
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motion for summary judgment.” Charles
A. Edgeller of Kansas City, attorney for
the Evans family, and Lynn C. Rodgers
of Springfield, attorney for Heckle, did
not respond to requests for comments.

: — Anne C, Vitale
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